MAHATMA GANDHI AND
THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT
CiviL DISOBEDIENCE AND BEYOND

In the history of nattonalism a single tndividual (s often identified with
the making of a natton. Thus, for ecxample, we assoctate Gartbalidi
with the making of Italy, George Washington with the Amenican War
of Independence, and Ho Cht Minh with the struggie to free Vietnam:
irom colonfal mle, [n the same manper, Mahatma Gandhi has heen
regarded as the 'Father of the Indian nation.

In so faras Gandhifl was the most Influential and revered of all the
leaders who participated in the freedomn struggle, that charactersation
s not misplaced. However, like Washington or Ho Chi-Minh, Mahatma
Gandhi's political career was shaped and constrained by the society
in which he lived. For individuats. even great ones, are made by history
even as they make history:

This chapter analyses Gandhlji's activities in India during the
crucial pertod 1915- 1948, It explores his tinteractions with different
sections of the Indian seciety and the popular struggles that he
inspired and led. [t Imiroduces the student to the different kinds of
sources that histortans use in reconstructing the career of a Ieadrr
anil of the ﬁumaj MOVemeEnts I;hili' hewas aﬁauﬂaicﬂ wlth. '

Fig. 11.1
Poople gather an the bards aof the Sabarmall River o ke Mahatma Ganedhi speak before starting
el oy the Sall March in 1930
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1. ALEADER ANNOUNCES HIMSELF
In January 1915, Mohandas Raramchand Gandhi
returned to his homeland afler two decades of
restdence abroad. These years had been spent for
the most part In South Africa, where he went as a
lawyer. amd In time became a leader of the Indfan
community in that territory. As the historlan
Chandran Devanesan has remarked, South Africa was
“the making of the Mahatma®. It was in South Africa
that Mahatma Gandhi first [orged the distinctive
techniques of hon-violent protest known as
satvagraha, first promoted harmony betwesen religlons,
and first alerted upper-caste Indlans to their
discriminatory treatment of Jow castes amd women,

The India that Mahatma Gandhl came back to In
1915 was rather different from the one that he had
left m 1893, Although still a colony of the Brtish,
it was far more active in a political sense. The Indian
National Congress now had branches in maost major
cities and towns. Through the Swadeshi movement
of 1905-07 It had greally broadened’ Its appeal
among the middle classes. That movement had
thrown up some towering leaders — among them
Bal Gangadhar Tilak of Maharashtra, Bipin
Chandra Pal of Bengal, and Lala Lajpat Ral of
Punjab. The three were known as “Lal, Bal and Pal®,
the alliteration conveying the all-India character
of thelr struggle, since thetr native Provinees were
very distant from one another. Where
these leaders advocated milftant
oppasition to colonial rule. there was
a group of "Moderates™ who preferred
a more gradual and persuasive
approach. Among these Moderates
was Gandhijl's acknowledged political
mentor, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, as
well #s Mohammad All Jinnah., who,
ltke Gandhijl, was a lawyer of Gujarati
extraction tralned in London.

On Gokhale's advice, Gandhiji spent
a vear travelling around British India.
getling to know the land and its
peoples. His first major public
appearance was at the opening of the
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) In
February 1916. Among the Invitees to
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Maofotrma Caomatin i Baoroeht,
March 1216
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this event were the prinees and philanthropists whose
donations had contributed to the founding of the
BHU. Also present were Important leaders of the
Congress, such as Ammie Besant. Compared to these
dignitaries, Gandhiji was relatively unknown. He had
been invited on account of his work in South Africa.
rather than his status within India.

When his tom came t0 speak. Gandhiji charged
the Indlan elite wilh a lack of concern for the
labouring poor. The opening of the BHU, he said.
was “certainly a most gorgeous show”™. Bul he worried
about the contrast between the “richly bedecked
noblemen” present and "millions of the poor™ Indlans
who were absent. Gandhiji told the privileged Invitees
that “there Is no salvation for India unless you strip
yourself of this jewelicry and hold it in trust for your
countrymen in India”. “There can be no spirit of self-
dgovernmernl about us,” he went on, "Il we lake away
o allow others to take away [Fom the peasants almost
the whole of the resiilis of their labour, Our salvation
can only come through the farmer, Neither the
lawvers, nor the doctors, nor the rich landlonds are
going o secure 117

The opening of the BHU was an occasion for
celehration, marking as it did the opening of a
nationalist university, sustained by Indian money
and Indian initdative. But rather than adopt a tone
of self-congratulation. Gandhiji chose instead 1o
remind those present of the peasants and workers
who constituted a majority
of the indian population.
yvel were unrepresented In
the audience.

Gandhiji's speech at
Banaras in February (916
was, at on¢ level, merely a
statement of fact - namely.
that Indian nationalism
was an elite phenomenon,
a creation ol lawyers and
doctors and landlords,
Butl, at another level, 1t
was also a statement of
intent — the first public
ammouncement of Gandhijl's
own desire to maklie Indtan
nationalism more properly
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representative of the Indian people as a whole. In the
last month of that year, Gandhiji was presented with
an opportunity to put his precepts Info practice. At the
anmual Congress. held in Lucknow in December 1916,
he was approached by a peasant from Champaran in
Bihar. who told him about the harsh treatment of

peasants by British indige planters,

2. THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF

NON-COOPERATION

Mahatma Gandh! was to spend much of 1917 In
Champaran, seeking to obtain for the peasants security
of tenure as well as the freedom to cultivate the crops
of their choice. The following year, 1918, Gandhiji was
involved in two campaigns in his home state of
Gujarat. First. he intervened in a labour dispule in
Abhmedabad, demanding better working conditions (or
the textile mill workers. Then he joined peasants in
Rheda in asking the state for the remission of taxes
following the fatlure of their harvest.

These Inltlatives in Champaran, Ahmedabad and
Kheda marked Gandhifji out as a nationalist with
a deep sympathy for the poor, At the same time;
these were all Iocaltsed struggles. Then, in 1919,
the colonial rulers delivered into Gandhiji's lap
an Issue from which he could construet a much
wider movement, During the Great War of 1914-18,
the British had instiluled censorship of the press
and permiited detention without trial, Now. on
the recommendation of a committee chalred by
Sir Stdney Howlatt, these tough measures were
continued. In response, Gandhijl called for a
countrywide campalgn against the "Rowlatt Act’.
In towns across North and West India, e came to
a standstill. as shops shut down and schools closed
in response to the bandh call. The prolests were
particularly intense in the Punjab, where many men
had served on the British side In the War —
expecting to be rewarded for their service, InsStead
they were given the Rowlatt Act. Gandhi|l was
detained while proceeding to the Punfab, even as
prominent local Congressmen were arested. The
sltuation in the province grew progressively more
tense, reaching a bloody climax in Amritsar In
April 1919. when a British Brigadier ordered his
troops to open fire on a nationalist meeting. Maore
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than four hundred people were killed 1n what |s
known as the Jalllanwala Bagh massacre.

It was the Rowiatt satvagraha that made Gandhifi
a truly national leader. Emboldened by lis success.
Gandhijl called for a campalgn of “non-cooperation”
with British male. Indians who wished coloniallsm o
end were asked to stop attending schools, colleges
and law courts, and not pay taxes. In sum. they were
asked to adhere o a “renunciation of [all) veluntary
association with the [British) Government”™,. I non-
cooperation was effectively carried out, sald Gandhijl
dia would win swaraj within a vear. To furiher
broaden the struggle he had joined hands with the
Khilafat Movement that sought to restore the
Caliphate, a symbaol of Pan-Islamism which had
recently been abolished by the Turkish ruler
HKemal Attaturk.

2.1 Knitting a popular movement
Ganidhijl hoped that by coupling non-cooperation with
Khilafat, ndia's two major religlons communitles,
Hindus and Miuslims, could collectively bring an
end to colontal rule. These movements certainly
unleashed a surge of popular acllon that was
altogether unprecedented In colonial India.
‘Students stopped going to schools and colleges
rim by the govermment. Lawyers refused to attend
court. The working class went on strike in many
towns and cities: according bto official [gures, there
were 308 strikes in 1921, involving 600,000
workers and a loss of seven millllon workdays. The
countryside was seething with discontent too. Hill
tribes in northern Andhra violated the forest laws,
Farmers In Awadh did nol pay taxes. Peasants In
Kumaun refused (o cary loads for colonial officials.
These protest movements were sometimes carried
it in defiance of the local nationalist leadership.
Peasants, workers. and others fnterpreted and acted
upon the call to "non:cooperate” with colottal rile
in ways that best suited their interests, rather than
conform 1o the dictates laid down from above.
“Non-cooperation,” wrote Mahatma Gandhl's
American blographer Louls Fischer. “became the name
of an epoch in the life of India and of Gandhijl.
Non-cooperation was negative enough (o be peaceful
but positive enough o be effiective. [t entalled dental,
renunclation. and seli-discipline, [t was training for
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selFnule.” As a consequence of the
Noan-Cooperation Movement the
British Ra] was shaken to s
foundations for the first time
since the Revolt of 1857. Then.
in February 1922, a8 group of
peasants attacked and Lorched a
police statlon in the hamliet of
Chauri Chaura, In the Uniled
Provinees {now, Ultar Pradesh and
Uttaranchal)., Several constables
perished in the conflagration. This
act of violence prompted Gandhijl
to call off the movement altogether,
“No provocation.” he Insisted.
“can possibly justify (the] brutal
murder of men who had been rendered deleneceless
and who had virtually thrown themselves on the
mercy of the mob.”

During the Non-Cooperatlion Movement thotisands
of Indians were put In jall. Gandhijl himself
was arrested |n March 1922, and charged with
sedition. The Judge who presided over his trial.
Justice C.N. Broomfiekl, made a remarkable speech
while pronouncing his sentence. “If would be
impossible to ignore the fact.” remarked the judge.
“that you are In a different category from any person
I have ever tried or am likely te try. It would be
lmpossilile to lgnore the fact that, in the eves of
millions of your countrymen, you are a greal patriot
and a leader. Even those who differ from you in politics
look upon you as a man of high tdeals and ol even
saintly Iife.” Stnee Gandhiff had violated the law it
was obligatory for the Bench to sentence him (o six
years imprisonment. but. said Judge Broomfield, ~If
the course of events in India should make it possible
for the Government to reduce the period and release
vou. 1o one will be better pleased than 17,

2.2 A people's leader

By 1922, Gandhijl had transformed Indian
nationallam, thereby redeeming the promise he made
in hiz BHU speech of February 1916, It was no longer
a movanent of professionals and intetlectuals: now,
hundreds of thousands of peasants, workers and
artisans also participated I 1t. Many of them
venerated Gandhijl, referring to him as their
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"Mahatma™, They appreciated the fact that he
dressed like them, lived like them. and spoke their
language, Unlike other leadess he did not stand apast
from the common folk., but empathised and even
identified with them.

This identiflcation was strikingly reflected in his
dress: while other nationalist leaders dressed
Tormally, wearing a Western salt or an Indlan
bandgala, Gandhiji went among the people In a
simple dhotl or loincloth. Meanwhile, he spent part
of each day working on the charkha (spinning wheel],
and encouraged other nationalists to do likewise.
The act of spinming allowed Gandhljl to break the
boundaries that prevatled within the tradittonal caste
system. between mental labour and mamual labour.

In a fascinating study, the historian Shahid Amin
has traced the image of Mahatma Gandhi among
the peasanis of castern Uliar Pradesh, -as conveyed
by reporis and rumours in the local press. When he
travelled through the region in February 1921,
Gandhijl was reeeived by adoring crowds evesywhere,

Charkha
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This 1s how a Hindl newspaper In Gorakhpur
reported the atmosphere during hls speeches:

At Bhatmt Gandhijl addressed the local public
and then the tratn staried for Gorakhpur. There
were not less than 15,000 1o 20,000 people at
Nunkhar, Dearta, Gaurt Bazar, Chaurt Chaura
and Kusmhil (stations) ... Mahatmajl was very
pleased to witness the scene at Kusmhi, as
despite the fact that the statton s in the middle
of a jungle there were not less than 10,000
people here. Seme, overcome with their love,
were seen to be erying, Al Deoarla people wanted
to gtve bhend (donations) to Gandhigt, but he
asked them to give these at Commkhpur. Bul
al Chaurt Chaura one Marwar! dentleman
managed to hand over samething to him. Then
there was no stopping. A sheel was spread and
currency notes and coms started ralning. i
was a sight ... Outside the Gorakhpur station
the Mahatma was stood on a high carmage
and people had a good darshan of him for a
couple of minutes.

Wherever Gaﬂdhlj.’l wenl, Tumours spread of his
miraculous powers. In some places It was said that
he had been sent by the King to redress the
grievances of the farmers, and that he had the power
to overrule all local officials. In other places it was
claimed that Gandhiji's power was superior to that
of the English monarch. and that with his arrival
the colonial rulers would flee the district. There were
also siories reporiing dire consequences for those
who oppossl hime: rumours spread of how  villagers
who criticised Gandhijt found their houses
mysteriously faliing apart or their crops failing.

Known vartously as *Gandhi baba”, “Gandhi
Maharal™, or simply as “Mahatma”, Gandhijl appeared
to the Indian peasant as a saviour, who would rescue
them from high taxes and oppressive officials and
restore dignity and antonomy to their lives. Gandhiji's
appeal among the poor. and peasarnits in particular,
was enhanced by his ascetic llfestyle, and by his
shrewd use of symbals such as the dhedl and the
charkha Mahatma Gandhid was by caste a merchant,
and by profession a lawyer; but his simple lfestyle
and love of working with his hands allowed him to
empathise more fully with the labouring poor and for
them. in hum. to empathise with him. Where most
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aother politicians talked down to them, Gandhiji
appeared not just to lock llke them. but to
understand them andgd reliste o thelr lives,

While Mahatma Gandhi's mass appeal was
undoubtedly genuine — and in the context of Indian
politics, without precedent - it must also be siressed
that his success in broadening the basis of nationalism
was based on careful organisation. New branches of
the Congress were set up in various parts of Indi.
A series of "Praja Mandals™ were established to promote
the nationalist creed in the princely states, Gandhiji
encouraged the communication of the natlonalist
message In the mother tongue, rather than i the
language of the rulers, English. Thus the provincial
committees of the Congress were hased on Unguistic
regions. rather than on the artifictal boundaries of
British India. In these different ways nationalism was
Ltaken Lo the farthest comers of the counlry and
eimnbraced by sociul groups previodsly antouched by 1t

By now, among the supporters of the Congress
Were Seme very prosperous businessmen and
industrialists. Indian entreprencurs were quick to
recognise that, In a free India, the favours enjoyed
by their Britlsh competitors would come to an end.
Some of these enireprenewrs. such as G.I) Birla,
supported the national movement openly: others did
so lacilly. Thus, among Gandhiji's admirers were
both poor peasants and rich industrialists, although
the reasons why peasants [ollowed Gandhijl were
somewhat different from. and perhaps opposed (o,
the reasons of the Indusirialists.

While Mahatma Gandhil's own role was vital, the
growth of what we might call "Gandhlan nationalism”
also dependedt to a very substantial extent on his
followers. Between 1917 and 1922, 3 group of highly
talented Indians attached themselves to Gandhijl
They included Mahadev Desal, Vallabh Bhai Patel,
J.B. Kripalani. Subhas Chandra Bose. Abul Kalam
Azad, Jawaharlal Nebru, Sarojinl Naldu, Govind
Ballabh Pant and C. Rajagopalacharl. Notubly, these
close associates of Gandhifl came from differsnt
regions as well as different rellglous traditlons. In
turn, they Inspired countless other Indians to join
the Congress and work for it _

Mihatma Gandhi was released from prison In
Febmary 1924, and now chose to devote his attention
te the promotion of home-spun cloth (khadil, and
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the abolition of untouchabillty. For. Gandhijl was as
much a soclal reformer as he was a politiclan, He
believed that in order to be worithy of freedom, Indians
had to get rid of secial evils such as child marriage
and untouchahility. Indians of one fatth had also to
culttvate a genuine tolerance for Indians of another —
hence his emphasis on Hindu-Muslim harmony.
Meanwhile, on the economic front Indians had (o leam
to become self-rellant - hence his stress on the
significance of wearing khadi rather than mill-made
cloth Imported from overseas,

3. THE SALT SATYAGRAHA

A CASE STUDY
For several vears after the Non-cooperation Movement
cnded. Mahatma Gandhi focused on his social reform
work. In 1928, however. he began (o think of re-entering
pelitics: That year there was an all-Indla campalgn in
opposition to the all-White Simon Commlssion, sent
from England to enguire into cotditions in the colony,
Gandhijl did not himself participate in this movement,

although he gave It his blessings, as he also did o =

peasant safyagraha tn Bardoli in the same year.
in the end of December 1929, the Congress held lis

annual session in the city of Lahore. The meeting was
significant for two things: the election of Jawaharlal
Nehrit as President. Elgi'lll'j'm;.{ the passing of the baton
of leadership to the yvounger generation: and the
proclamation of commitment to "Mfarna Swaral™, or
complete independence. Now the pace of politics picked
up once more. On 268 January 1930, “Independence
Day” was observed, with the natlonal flag being hotsted
in different venues, and patrictic songs being sung.
Gandhiji himself Issued precise Instructions as to how
the day should be observed. “It would be good.” he
said. ~if the declaration |of Independence] 1s made by
whole villages, whole cities even ... [t would be well i
all the meetings were held at the ldentical minuts in
all the places.”

Gandhiji suggested that the time of the meeting be
advertised In the traditional way, by the beating of

drums. The celebrations would begin with the hoisting.

of the national flag. The rest of the day would be spent
“in doing some constructive work, whether it is spinning,
or service of untouchables'. or reunton of Hindus and
Mussalmans, or prohibitton work, or even all these
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toyether, which Is not impossible™. Participants would
(ake a pledge affirming that it was “the inalienable right
of the Indian people, as of any other people. to have
freedom and to enjoy the fmits of their toll”, and that “d
any government deprives a people of these rights and
oppresses them. the people have a fuarther right to alter
it or abolish it".

3.1 Dandi

Soon aflter the observance of this "Independesice Dayv™,
Mahatma Gandh! announced that he would lead a
march to lneak one of the most widely disliked laws In
British India, which gave the state 3 monopoly In the
manufacture and sale of salt. His picking on the salt
monopoly was another Hlustration of Gamdild)i's tactical
wisdom. For in every Indian household. salt was
indispensable; yvet people were forbidden from making
salt even for domestic use. compelling them to buy it
fromm shops at a high price. The state monopoly over
sall was deeply unpopular: by making It his targei.
Gandhiji hoped to mobillse a wider discontent against
British rule,

;
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Where most Indians understood the
significance of Gandhiji's challenge,
the British Ra| apparently did not.
Although Gandhijl had given advance
notice of his “Salt March”™ o the
Viceroy Lord Irwin, Irwin failed to grasp
the significance of the action. On 12
March 1930, Gandhiji began walking
from his ashram at Sabarmati towards
the ocean. He reached his destination
three weeks later. making a fistful of
salt as he did and thereby making .
himsell 4 criminal In the eves of the g 1.7
law. Meanwhile, parallel salt marches Satyagrahis picking up naiural salt at the end
were being conducted in other parts of  yf ihe Dusudi March. 6 Aprid 1930
the country.

Sotinoe 3

Why the Salt Satyvapraha?

Why was salt the symbol of promst? Thisswhat Mahatma Gandliwrore:
The volume of informstion being gained daily shows how wickedly the salt sax hes
bmﬁgﬁgnsd I order ic provient1ho use cFsalt{Hathas not paid the tax which iz a2

timas-sven fourtssn times its yalis, the Government destroys the saitit cannot sell
prafitably. Thus it taves the pafidn’s vital necessify; it prevents the public frem
manufacturmg it and dsstroys Shatnatura manufscsurss without sffort: No sdjectiva
i3 strong-snough for nimacmusmg this wicked dogan-thesnanger policy: From
vamous sourcss [ Boarales of such wanen destructon of the nanon s propsmy o ail
pertsof Indis. Msunds if notonsof qaiﬂma said 1o be desirdyed om the Konkan coast,
The sams tale comas from ﬁm«:ﬁ. Wharevas thare s likelibood of nsnral mhbaims
mken awey by ths pacple livingin 1hs naishbourhoad of such arsas for their parsansl
ues. salt officers are gosted Jor IhS sols purpass of carjing on destruciion. Thus
valuable nations] proparty it dasteoyed ar national sxpanse snd sali taken out ofthe
mouths of tha paapln_

Thasalrmonopaly i3 thus & fouriold curss irdopnives the paopls of & valuable casy
willsge industry, | mvolves wanton deztruction of property thai peiure producs: in
sbundance. the destruction jeslfmeans mors. mmmlmpaudnm and fourthiy, 1o
crown this fally) an unheard-of 1ax of moreithan 1,000 per cent ks exacted from 3
siarving peosle.

Thizstax hay'remained so long becsitss ofthe-spathy ofthe paneral public. Now that
r e suffictontly soused, ths saxhaztc go: Howsconirwill Bo sholish=d dependsupon
ths smrengin the psopla.

TH= Corzois Wosie o Masana Gass (CWMG), vor 29
eSS
| < Why was sall destroyed by the colontal government? Why did h‘hahammﬁanﬂm l
eonsider the sall tax more oppressive than other taxes?
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“Tomorrow we shall break the salt tax law™

‘On 5 Apnl 1640, Mahaima Gandhl spoke &1 Dandi:

Whnrri]nﬁﬁnbﬁmun mthm'mmpmmaﬁﬂ this seszids hemlor of Datadi I
TWAS BT cartainm e rnd thar we would-ba atlowsd to reschthis placs Even
whils | was a1 Sabarman there was 2 nmour that Dought be sressted T had
thought that the Government might parhaps k2 my party come a3 far a3 Dands,
but not me corminly If someone says thar this berrays mperfect faith on my.
pert. {shall notdeny the charge ThatIhavs reschad hees ts in no small messure.
duste mapﬁuun!’ﬁu&and Bon-vielence: st power uutdvm-nhfﬂt The-
Eﬂwmﬂ}f ifir wishes, :quﬂmmnimifﬂnwﬁqgﬂnhudum ﬁ:lfl‘i‘t
could hava arrestad every ane of uz Insaying thatis ﬂ;dmhnvamemmm »
o ‘Arrast this Ermy of pe&ce, W praissit. It fslt aahumadwunmnunh q#ur

Hz 15 a civilizod man who foels pshamed to do anything which his urs
would despprove; The Governmant desarvez 'to be mngrﬁtﬁlﬁnﬂ £&n not
arresung wa aven ifirdssisted only fromfear of world apmmn,. '

mwmmmmmiwﬁﬁﬂmhmf =

[ T T T W 1 ml‘éngnr.a;r;ﬁdh s L T
ATS ﬁfmmﬂ‘:"'ﬂﬂimm‘gmeﬁgw &n ﬂmfm;h dﬁ;ﬂwnnt{mlemun iF:
rouzed snd on the merch noileadaris nacnm.rgs

Sl

\_ . - X, y R -
Ee e e— LN y e SR
| 2 What does the » = =
| speech tell us about |

how Gandhijl saw the As with Mon-cooperation. apart from the offictally
IL colonlal state? J sanctioned nationalist campaign. there were numerous

other streams of protest. Across large parts of India,
ptasants breached the hated colorilal forest laws that kept
ithem and their caitle oul of the woods in which they had
onee roamed freelv. o some towns, factory workers went
vn strike while lawyers boycotted British courts and
students refused to attend government-run educational
institutions. As in 1920-22. now too Gandhijl's call had
encouraged Indians of all classes to make manifest their
own discontent with colontal rule. The rulers responded
by detaining the dissenters. In the wake of the Salt March,
nearly 60,000 Indians were arrested. among them, of
course, Gandhiji himsell.

The progress of Gandhijl's march to the seashore can
be traced from the secret reports fled by the police officials
deputed to monitor his movements. These reproduce the
speeches he gave at the villages en route, In which he
called upon local officials (o renounce government
employment and join the freedom struggle. In one village,
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Wasna, Gandhijl told the upper castes that “if you are
out for Swaraj you must serve untouchables. You won't
get Swaral merely by the repeal of the sall taxes or
other taxes. For Swara] you must make amends for the
wrongs which you did to the untouchables: For Swarai.
Hindus, Muslims, Parsis and Sikhs will have to unite.
These are the steps towards Swaraj.” The police spies
reported that Gandhijl’s meetings were very well
attended, by villagers of all castes, and by women as
well as men. They observed that thousands of volunteers
were flocking to the nationalist cause. Among them
were many officlals, who had resigned from thelr posts
with the colonial government. Writing to the
government. the District Superintendent of Police
remarked. "Mr Gandht appeared calm and collected.
He is gathering more strength as he proceeds.”

The progress of the Salt March can also be traced
from another source: the American newsmagazine,
Time: This, to begin with, seaomed at Gandhiji s looks.
writing with disdain of his “spindly frame™ and his
“spldery loins™, Thus in s first report on the march,

Time was deeply sceptical of the Salt Mareh reaching

its destination. it claimed that Gandhijl “sank Lo
the ground” at the end of the seoond day's walking:
the magazine did not belicve thal “the emaciaied
saint would be physically able to go much hirther .
But within a week it had changed its mind. The
massive popular following that the march had
garnered. wrote Time: had made the Dritish rolers
“desperately anxious™, Gandhiji himself they now
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saluted as a "Saint” and "Statesman”, who was using
“Christlan acts as a weapon against men with
Christian bellefs™,

3.2 Dialogues

The Salt March was notable for at least three reasons.
First, it was this event that first brought Mahatma
Gandhi to world attention. The march was widely covered
by the European and American press. Second. IL was
the [Irst nationallst aectivily In which women
pariicipated in large numbers, The socialisi activist
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay had persuaded Gandhifjl not
to restrict the protests to men alone, Kamaladevl was
herself one of numerous women who courted arrest by
breaking the salt or Hguor laws, Third, and perhaps
maost significant, it was the Salt March which forced
upon the Brtish the realisation that their Ra| would
not last forever, and that they would have to devolve
some power to the Indians:

To that end. the British government convened a series
of "Round Table Conferences” In Landon. The st miceting
was held in ' November 1930, bt without the pre-eminent
palitical leadder In India. thus reiudering it an exercise in
futllity. Gandhiji was released from jall in January 1931
and the following month had several long meetings with
the Viegroy., These culminated In what was called
the “Gandhi-lrwin Pact’, by the terms of which civil
disobedience would be called off. all prisoners released.
and sall manufacture allowed along the coast. The pact
was critivised by ratical nationalists. for Gandhiji was
wnuble to obtain from the Viceroy a commitment to
palitical independence for Indfans: he could obtain mevely
an assurance of talks towards that possible end.

A second Roumxd Table Conference was held in London
in the latter part of 1931, Here, Gandhiji represented the
Congress. However, his claims that his party represented
all of Indla came under challenge from three parties:
from the Muslim League. which claimed to stand for the
tnterests of the Muslim minority; from the Princes, who
claimed that the Congress had no stakes in their territories:
and from the brilllant Iawyer and thinker B.R. Ambediar,
who argued that Gandhijl and the Congress did not really
represent the lowest casles.

The Conference In London was Inconclusive, so
Gandhifl returned to India and resumed civil
disohedience. The new Viceroy, Lord Willingdon. was
deeply unsympathetic o the Indian leader. In a private



MariaTa GaripHl AnD THE NaTionalisT MoaveEsMENRT

Fag. 11.9

At the Second Roumd Table Conformnoe, London, Novermber 1931
Moletme Gandld opposed the demand for separate
eloviorales lar “lower castes”, He bellewed that this-wonkl
provent Lhedr intégration inlo madnsircam soclely sl
permmrimitly segregite them from other caste Hirsdus:

letter to his sister, Willingdon wrote: “It's a beautiful
world If 1t wasn't for Gandhi ... At the bottom of
every move he makes which he always says Is
inspired by God. one discovers the political
manouevte, [ sec the American Press s saying what
a wonderiul man he is ... But the fact is that we
live in the midst of very unpractical. mystical, and
superstitious folk who look upon Gandhl as
something holy, ...7

In 14935, however, a new Covernment of India Act
promised some form af representative government,
Two years later; in an election held on the basis
of a restricted Mranchise, the Congress won a
comprehensive vietory, Now eight out of 11 provinees
had a Congress "Prime Minisier™, working under the
supervision of-a British Governor.

In September 1939, two years after the Congress
ministries assumed office, the Second World War
broke out., Mahatma Gandhil and Jawaharial Nehri
had both been strongly critical of Hitler and the
Nazis. Accordingly, they promised Congress suppart
to the war effort if the British, In retum, promised
to grant Indla Independence once hosiilitles ended.
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Fig. 11.11
Meahatma Crandbi woith Stafford
Cripps. March 1942
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The offer was refused. In protest, the Congress
ministries resigned in October 1939, ‘Through 1040
and 1941, the Congress organised a series of individual
satyagrahas to pressure the malers (o promise freedom
once the war had ended.

Meanwhile, in March 1940, the Muslim League
passed a resolulion demanding a measure of
autonomy for the Musllin-malority areas of the
sabcontinent. THe polillcal landscape was now
becoming complicated: 1t was no longer Indians
versus the British: rather, it had become a three-
way struggle between the Congress, the Muslim
League, and the British. At this time Britaln had an
all-pany government. whose Labour members were
sympathetic to Indian asplirations. but whose
Conservative Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, was
a dichard imperialist who insisted that he had not
been appointed the King's First Minister in order to
preside over the liguidation of the British Empire.
In the spring of 1942, Churchill was persuaded to
send one of his ministers, Sir Stafford Cripps, to
India to try and forge a compromise with Gandlilfl
and the Congress. Talks broke down, however, after
the Congress insisted that iF it was to help the Brtish
defend India from the Axis powers, then the Viceroy
had first to appoint an ndian as the Defence Member
of his Executive Council.

oy

= Discuss..

RHead Scurces b gnd Write an Imaginary dialoygue
betwern Ambedbar md Mahatma CGandhi on the
issue of sepamie clectorates for the Depressed Classes,
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4. QuIT INDIA

After the fallure ol the Cripps Misslon, Mahatma
Garxlhl deolded to launch his third ma|or movement
against British rule. This was the “Quit India”
campaign, which began In August 19422, Although
Gandhijl was |atled at once. younger activists
organised strikes and acts of sabotage all over the
country. Particularly active in the underground
resistance were socialist members of the Congress,
such -as Jayvaprakash Nuarayan. In several districts,
such as Satara In the west and Medlnipur In the
cast, “Independent” governments were proclalmed.
The British responded with much foree, yet I took
moare than a vear (o suppress the rebellion.

"Quit India™ was genuinely a mass movement,
bringing into its ambil hundreds of thousands of
ordinary indians. It especially energised the young
who, in very large numbers. left their colleges toogo
to jail. However. while the Congress leaders
languished in jail, Jinmah and his colleagues in: the
Musllm League worked patlently at expanding their
Influetice, [t was in these years that the League began
to make a mark In the Punjab and Sind. provinces
where It had previously had scarcely-any presenice,

In June 1944, with the end of the war In sight,
Gandhill was released from prison. Later that year
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Satara, 1943

From' the Is!s ‘rinstesnth
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ca=e sy=em and Iandlordiem,
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he held a series of meetings with Jinnah, seeking to
hridge the gap between the Congress and the League,
in 1945, a Labour government came to power In
Britain and committed (itself to pgramting
independence to India., Meanwhile, back in India.
the Viceroy. Lord Wavell, brought the Congress and
the League together for a series of talks.

FEarly in 1946 [resh élections were held o the
provincial legislatures. The Congress swepl the
*General” category, butl In the seats spectfically
reserved  for Musllms the League won an
overwhelming majority. The political polarisation
was complete. A Cabinet Mission sent in the summer
of 1946 failed 1o get the Congress and the League to
agree on a federal system that would keep India
together while allowing the provinces a degree of
autonomy. After the talks broke down. Jinnah
called for a "Direct Acton Day™ to press the League's
demand for Pakistan. On the designated day,
16 August 1946, bloody riots broke out in Calcutia.
The violence spread to rural Bengal, then to Bihar,
and then across the country to the United Provinees
and the Punjab. In some places, Muslims were the
main sufferers, In other places. Hindus,

I Fehruary 1947, Wavell was replaced as
Viceroy by Lord Mountbatten. Mountbatten called
onelast round of talks. but when these too
proved inconclusive he
announced that British
India would be freed, bt
also divided. The formal
transfer of power was
fixed for 15 August.
When that day came. it
was celebrated with
gusto In different parts of
india. In Delhi, there
was “prolonged applause”
when the President ol the
Constitueinit Assembly
began the meeting by
l:l'.'ﬁklllg the Father of
the Nation — Mohandas
Raramchand Gandhi.
Outside the Assembly,
the crowds shouted
“Mahatma Gandhi ki fai”.
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5. THE LAsT HEROIC DAYS
As |t happened. Mahatma Gandhl was not present at
the festivitles In the capital on 15 August 1947, He
was in Caleutta. but he did not attend any function or
hotst a flag there either. Gandhijl marked the day with
a 24-hour fasi. The freedom he had struggied so lomg
for had come at an unacceptable price, with a nation
divided and Hindus and Muslims at cach other's throats.

Through September and October, writes his
biographer D.G. Tendulkar, Gandhijl "went round
hospitals and refugee camps giving consolation to
distressed people”, He “appealed to the Sikhs, the
Hindus and the Muslims to forget the past and not
to dwell an their sufferings but to extend the right
hand of fellowship to each other, and to determine
to live in peace ...”

At the mmitative of Gandhiji and Nehru. the Congress
now passed a resolntion on “the rights of minorities™.
The party had never accepted the “two-pation theory™
forced against its will to accept Partition. it still believed
that “India is-a land of many rellgions-and many races.
amnd musi remain so”, Whatever be the situation in
Pakistan. Indla would be “a democratle secular State
where all citizens enjoy full rights and are equally
entitled to the protection of the State, brrespective of
the religion to which they belong”. The Congress wished
to Tassure the minorties In India that It will continue
to protect. to the best of iis ability. their citizen righis
against aggression”,

Many scholars have wrilten of the months after
Independence as being Gandhlji’'s "finesi houwr™, Afier
working to bring peace to Bengal, I ¥
Gandhtft now shifted to Delhi. from
where he hoped to move on o the riot-
torn districts of Punjab, While in the
capital, his mestings were disrupted
by refugees wht objected to readings
from the Korman, or shouted slogans
asking why he diid not speak of the
sitfferings of those Hindus and Sikhs
still living in Pakistan. In fact. as
DG, Tendulkar writes. Gandhiji "was
equally concerned with the sufferings
of the minority community In
Pakistan. He would have ltked to be
able to go to thelr succour. But with
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what face could he now go there, when he could not
guarantee full redress to the Muslims in Defhi?”

There was an attempt on Gandhlji's life on
20 January 1948, but he carried on undaunted.
On 26 January, he spoke at his prayer meeting
of how that day had been celebrated in the past
as Independence Dav. Now freedom had come.
bt Its [irst few months had been deeply
disillusioning, However, he trusied that "the
worsl Is over™, thal Indfans would henceforth
work collectively for the “eguality of all classes
and ecreeds. never the domination and
superiority of the major community over a minor.
however Insignificant It may be in numbers or
influence”, He also permitted himself the hope
“that though geographicaily and politically India
is divided inte two. at heart we shall ever be
friends and brothers helping and respecting one
another and be one lor the outside world™.

Gandhiji had Tfought a lifeibng battle for a free
and united India: and vet, when the country was
divided, he urged that the two parts respect and
befriend one another

Other Indians were less forgiving. At his dally
prayer meeting on the evening of 30 January,
Gandhiji was shot dead by a young man. The
assassin. who surrendered afterwards, was
Nathuram Godse.

Candhijl’s death led to an extraordinary
outpouring of grief, with rich tributes belng pald to
him from across the political spectrum in India,
and moving appreciations coming from such
international figures as George Orwell and Albert
Emstein. Time magazine, which had once mocked
Gandhiji’'s physical size and seemingly non-rational
Ideas, now compared his martyrdom to that of
Abraham Linceln: it was a bigoted American who
had killed Linceln for believing that buman beings
were equal regardless of thelr race or skin colour;
and Il was a bigoted Hindu who had killed Gandhiji
for belleving that friendship was possible, Indeed
necessary, between lndians of different [aiths, In
thils respect, as Time wrote, “The world knew that it
hail. in a sense oo deep, o simple for the world o
understand, conmived at his (Candhijl's) death as it
had connived at Lincoln's.”

DEZE
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6. KNOWING GANDHI

There are many different kinds of sourdes fom which we can
reconstruct the political career of Gandhiji and the history of
the nationalist movement.

6.1 Public volce and private scripts

Ome impariant source ks the writings and speeches of Mahatma
Gandhl and his contemporaries, tncluding both his associates
and his political adversaries, Within these writings we need
to distinguish between those that were meant for the public
and those that were not. Speeches. for instance. allow us to
hear the public voice of an Individual, while private letiers
give us a glimpse of ks or her private thoughts. In letters we
see people expressing their anger and pain, their dismay and
anxiety, their hopes and frustrations In ways in which they
may nol express themselves In public statements. Bul we must
remember that this private-public distinction often breaks
dowrn. Many letters are written to individuals, and are therefore
personal. but they are also meant for the public. The langnage
of the letiers is often shaped by the awareness that they may
one day be published. Conversely. the [ear that a letter may
get into print often prevents people from expressing thelr
opinion freely in personal letters. Mahatima Gandld regularty
published in his journal. Harjan. letters that others wrote to
him, Nehru edited a collection of letters written to him during
the national movement and published A Bunch of Old Letiers.

Soure T

One event through letlers

end uphkeld the ::IEtaands of workers and peasants

others te ses the sipnificance of Nshru's leadership.

ﬂ:lihe”‘;m _
Read the =xn

In A Burich a{@lduttafr 1a38, Nehri/ reprinted many of this letters that were exchanged
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In the 1520s; Jawsharlal Nehru wagincreasingly influenced by socialism, and he retfumed
from Europe in 1928 deeply impressed with the Sovier Union. As ke began warhng
clossly with the secialisss (Jsvaprakash Nerayan, Nerendra Dev, N.G, Ranga and others),

& rift developed barwaen ths socislists and the conservatives within the Congrass, After
becoming the Congress President in 1936, Nehru spoke passionately against fascism,

Worried by Nehm s =ocialist thetoric, the conservatves. 168 by Rajendrs Prassd and
Sardar Patel, threatened to resgn from the Working Comminee. and some prominent | I
industrizlisis in Bombav issusd 2 statement attacking Nahry, Both Prasad and Nehiu
wimed 1o Mahatmsa Gandhi and mer him at hiiz ashram =1 Wardha. The. latter acted as the
mediator, a5 he aﬁa_n did, restraiming Nahru's t=dicalism and persuading Prasad and
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My Dear Bapu, Altahabad, Fuly 5, 1936
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Segean, July 15, 1936 |

Dear Jaws

Your f=ttes i
lacked vour cous

=d party. The factis that your collam=s have . |
£ and frasikncss The result hos been disastrous, L have alwaye pleaded|

with thim t mmm snd feaclenily Bul Having looked 12 coursgs whensver fley |

lzie spoken th wduneitclumuthmﬂnmmmmﬁmmﬁnmmﬁd;

vou, mmmmmwwﬂm%mmw . |

mbukeamﬂmagﬂmﬁmmﬁuuﬂnbﬁwmwmmmdmhqgﬂﬁdmﬂm_ '}

vour infallibility snd sugnics knowledee They ﬁﬂmhttﬁﬂdﬂﬁmmw i |

and never dﬁﬂ&ﬁmﬂmmmﬂinﬂﬂhm even J

[hxve losked st the whale sifar o= 2 tragi-comedy I“mi:l lhhﬂlt ﬁia:}'lmthﬁb_}

thie whale hinz it a lishter vein
*!h!wﬁ#ﬂr“- "

I suzgestsd vour name for the crotvn of thomy (Presidesitibii
on thouzh the head be mmﬁamtuwhmwnmfmmm% Thint it your
ma3t usual ole, fot thet of care-wamn, irritable man;ready t='buret on the shishtest corasion.
How T with o0 could telezraph me that on finuhine niy fetter you felf. titesty & YOU. f
were on that new yar's day i Labore-whsn yol yrete reporied tohate danzed sratind the '
m:rl:-ur ﬂl_ '
Yo st =tvE Your theoat 3 chanee

I = .
| (a] What do the letters (el us
| wbout the way Congress leals
| developed over ime?

%- _ | (b) What do they reveat about the

—de P, © | ole of Mahatmia Gandhi within

|
|
|
I

the natlonal movernent?

(o} Do such letters give us any
special mstght o the workingof |
the Congress, and into the nature
of the mational movenient?

— . — — —_ —
-
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Fig. 11.16

Police cltsh with Congress
volunteers in Bombay during the
Ciell Dischedience Movesont

' w:asregm*tedmthei'nrhnglmjf
l Hrportsnﬂhnpnlut?
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6.2 Framing a plcture
Autoblographies similarly give us an account of the

past that Is often rich tn human detall. But here
again we have to be careful of the way we read and
interpret autoblographies. We need to remember that
they are retrospective accounts written very ofien
from memory. They tell us what the author could
recollect. what he or she saw as imporlant, or was
keen on recounting., or how a person wanted hils
or her life to be viewed by others. Writing an
autoblography Is a way ol framing a plcture of
vourself. So In reading these accounts we have to
try andd see what the author does not tell us: we
need to understand the reasons for that silence -
those wilful or unwitting acts of forgetting.

6.3 Through pollce eyes

Another vital source is government yecords. for the

colonial rulers kept close tabs on those they regarded
as critical of the government. The leiters and reporis
written by pollcemen and other officials were secret

at the time but now can be acessseéd in archives.

Let us look al one such source: the fortnightly
reports that were prepared by the Home Department
frum the early twentieth century. These reports were

:hasnﬂ on police Information from the localities.,

but often expressed what the higher offictals saw,
or wanted to believe. While noticing the possibility
ol sedition and rebellion. they liked to assure
themselves that these [cars were unwarranted.
If you see the Fortmightly
Reporis for the period of
the Salt March vou will
notice that the Home
Department was unwilling
to accept that Mahatma
Gandhl’'s actions had
evoked any enthusiastic
response from the masses;
The march was scen as
a drama, an antle, a
desperate effort to
mabilise people who were
unwilling to rise against
the Brittsh and were busy
with their dally schedules,
happy under the Raj.
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Souree &

Fortnightly Reports of the Home Depariment

(Confidential)

FOR TEE FIRST HALF OF MARCE 1930

The rapid polmical developments in Gujarat ase
bemng closely watched here To what extent and
iz what directions they will affect political
condition in this province, it 1s ddficolf to surmise
at preaeat The pedzantey w for the moment
sngaped m harvestme a pood rabi; stodents are
pre-occupred with thewr mpending exaannation

Central Provinces and Berar

The areest of Me Vallabh Bhai Patel canzed liftie
sxcitement, except tn Conzreas cicles, but a
mesting ofpanised by the Nazpor Nagar
Congress Commuittes to congretulate Gandhi on
the start of his morck was attended by 3 crowd
of over 3000 people gt Nazpur

‘Bengal

The cutstandinz 2vent of the past fostmeht has
been the start of Gandhi's campaien of cral
disshediance: Mr I Sensupls has formed an
Al Benzal Cnal Disgbedience Council. and the
Bengal Proyincial Congres: Commitiee bas
formed an-All Beneal Counctl of Dispbedience,
But beyond formems councels #o sctive stepihave
vet bees taken in the matter of cavil disobedisnce
1o Hengal

The reports from the districts show that the
meetmsa that have been held exciis hittle or oo
mierest and Jeaye no profonnd mmpreasion on
the geaeral populaticn. Itgs aoticeable, Boweves,
that ladies are aifendine these meaiings &
mireating numbers,

‘Bihar and Orisza

Thees in still little to report regarding Congress
activity, There (= & 2o0d deal of alk about a
campaign to withhold payment of the chankidari
tax, botno aréa has vat been selectad for
‘experiment The srfest of Gandhi is beirz

foretold fresly but st szams quits possibis
that senfolfilmsnt of the' forsesst 1a
upsstting plans.

Madras

The openine of Gandhi's civil disobedienca
campaien bea completely overshadowed all

othisr issuss. Genetsl opinion melines to |

regpatd his march as theatrical andihia
prosramme a3 impiacticable; but 3s he iy
held in stich personal reverenca by the Hinda
public genesally, the possibility of arrest
which ke sesms deliberately to be cotitine
and ity =ffact on the political sitvation are
vicwed with consifierable misgiving

The 12tk of Xlareh wor celchbritod 21 the
day of wanguratmg the sivil disobedicncs
campaignl In Hombay the csizbrations tosk
the form of maloting the satiodel fise n
the morning.

Bombay

Press Eerar) mdulged in'offersive lingyags
and in 115 venal atfituds of blowing hot and
cold wrote: “If the Government wants o
test the power of Satyagrabia both its acticn
and mnaction will caus infury to U IF

m&mﬁ;n*vﬂ:mwﬂmdmm'

of the natien: if it does ot do that, the
movement of civil disobedience will po cn
spreading We therefore say that if the
Goveimment phnishes Mr Gandhs the nation
will kave won 2 wictory, and of it lets bim
alope itwill kavewona mllg,:umrﬁt_t_ﬂty

On the othsr hand the moderats ;ujpﬁr
Fividh Print poanted cut the futility of the
mevEment _md u;pm:’d that it conld not
achisie the end 10 visw Ii, However
reminded the sovemnment thet epresiog
would défasi 13 purpos=.

contd
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'FOR THE SECOND HALF OF MARCH 1930

Bengal
Interesthes continued to centre round Gandin's
marel i the s=a and the srrangements which:
ez making to inrmte s campargn of el
‘disobedience. The extremst papers report his
domgs and spesches uumimg:hand maks s
great displey of the vanaus mestmez thar are:
h@mmﬂmamgﬂwﬂm resclubons
thersat Bae fhsre 1 intls eathomasm
.fur_ﬂm_fﬂm oficry disohedienrs favoured by
Gandhy ..

Generally peaple are warting to zez-what
‘sppensto:Gandhyand the probability s thatif
Enyaction s taken apainatium. 3 spark will be:
settomuch mflammahie material tn Benval Bur
the prospact of any senous conflagranon s av
present slight

Central Provinces and Berar

#nd mom of the schoole and colleges were:
deserred oa-the 12tk Mzrchoro mark=the
teanguration of (Gzadii'smarch:

The boyzomr of ligner =aops and the
nfrinzement of forest laws appear 1o ba the
:most probable ine of attack

Punfab

Jtseemzpot improbable that orzanised attempts
will be:made to break the SalrEaw in the
JEetum disteict; that the azsdation relabing o the
non-payneent of the water-mx: tn Muoltan with
be revived: and that some movementin
connestion with the Netioma] Fizz-wll be stanted
probably at Guyramsvala

thﬂltd Provifices

Palinzal actwity hes undoubedly miensified
dunnz the lestfortnghe. mﬁmqmm&ﬂs
ihat it moust do somethms spectacalar to susian
public :atesest Enrciment of voluntesrs,

propazanda mnilazes, preparenons for breakung

thesalt fiws on raceipt of Mt Gandbi’s orders ar=
szported from a sumber of districts.

FOR THE FIRST HALF OF APRIL 1930

Unmited Provinces

Events have movad rapidly duning the fortnighe.
Apart from politicd] meatinzy, processions and
the efitolment of yoluntzers, the Saly Act hm
been openly defiad ut Agra, Cawnpore, Benaras,
Allshabad, Lusksow, Mesvut, Ras Barsli
Farnkhatad Etswak Ballia and Maihipori’

Pt Jos/aliarla) Nehirs vwas arrested at Chedlisailivay
station early on the momine of April 4 a4 bis was
proceediria to the Central Provinces o attend a
mesting of Youth Laague He wes ot once taken
direct to Naini Centrsl/ Jail|-whess he was tried
ad sznznced to Ly months sumpls imprisonmaat.

Bihar and Orissa

Thers have been, Or 2tz now materialising,
spectacoiar, but small-scale, sttempits at tllien
salt mantifictsee in a few pleces

Central Provinces

In Jubbalpore Ssth Govinddass has attempted
t= pranufacturs chamics] salt 3t 2 cost nuany hisss
in excees of the market pnice of clean salt
Madras

Cenziderable opposition wa: showsn at

ng:;zmmtcﬂiei‘\huwﬁnmﬁ-md

to seize-salt made by boilinz se3 waisr but

elsewiiare resistancs to the seizurs of illicit saft
has been hatf keared

E'-angai
in the mufassal offorte have been made to

manuficturs illicis salt, the main np:r'.l.tmn
arez: being the districts of 24- -2arganas and

Ilﬂdﬂ!.putc
Vet littie sall hos actually Been. mmildumd

and mnﬁ:tmmmm the

red destioved

DEZE
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= Read the Fortnghtly Eupurts carefully. Remember they are extracts from

confldential reports of the colontal Home

. These reports did notalways

accept what the police reported from different localities.

(1) How do you think the nature of the source affects what is being said in these
reports? Write a:short note tilastrating your argument with quotations from the

above text

peaple thought about the possibility ol Mahatma Gandhi's arrest? Reread what
Gandhijt said about the question of arrests in his spesch on 5 April 1020 at Dandy.

(3 Why do you think Mahatima Gandhi was not arrested?
i4) Why da you think the Home Department continued to say that the march was pot

evoking any response?

T EEHEi *H: i

6.4 From newspapers

One moreg important source |s contemporary
newspapers, published In English as well
as in the different Indlan languages, which
tracked Mahatma Gandhi's movements and
reported on hils activities, and also represented
what ordinary Indians thought of him.
Newspaper accounts;, however, should not be
seen as unprejudiced. They were published by
people who had thelr own political opinions
and world views. These ideas shaped what was
published and the way events were reported.
The accounts that were published In a'London
newspaper would be different from the report
in an Indian nattonalist paper.

We need to look at these reports but should
be careful while interpreting them. Every
stalemen! mide n these cammol be accepted
Hterally as representing what was happening
on the ground. They often refiect the fears and
anxieties of officials who were umable to contyol
a movement and were anxious about its
spread. They did not know whether to arrest
Mahatma Gandhi or what an armest would
mean. The more the colmial state kept a watch
on the public and its activities, the more it
warmied about the basis of its rule.

|
I
I
|
J
|
1| [2) Why do you think the Home Department was continuously reporting ot what
I
|
|
l
|

e e e e et T e e T a—

Fig. 11.17
Pistares [k dhis reea! hotr Mahaotma

Gandhi was pereeived by pecple arad
represenied tn popular prints

Wil the tree of notbommiliam, Maluiims
Gandhl appears as the fooming cetitral
fmre sinroundded by stamll s of
otir lenders omed sares.
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1915 Mahatma Gandhi returms from South Africa

1917 Champaran movement

1918 Peasant movements in Kheda (Gujamt). and workers' movement
tn Ahmedahad

1910 Rowlatt Satyagraha [March-April)

1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre (April) 3

1921 Non-cooperation and Khilafat Movements —

18928 Peasant movement in Bardol _ W

1929 “Puimis Swir)” a:nmlndasﬂmgmgual auhe[m:-m L

' ﬂm@r&u (December) .

1930 Civil Disobedience Movement h-pgiﬁ. Dandt Haré‘.h l‘l&ﬂﬂi -April)

1931 Gandhi-lIrwin Pact {Hamhl,ﬁequﬁd nmmdwe &mrmmm
(December)

1995 Government of India Aﬂt pmm:sm snmufnrm.ﬁ!npmntauve
govertunent. L .

1939 Congresammisiriearestan

1942 Quit India Movement begins {ﬁn,guafj

1946 Mahatma Gandh visits Mﬂ:ﬂﬂ:ﬂ:dﬂﬂxm‘ riot-torn areas to stop
comnninal ﬂﬁlmmz .,

o " _/

'ms_waﬂ iN 100-150 WORDS

I. How did Mahatma Gandhi seek to identify with the
common people?

2. How was Miahatma Gandhi peroeived By the peasants?

3. Why did the salt laws become an tmportant 5sue of
strugple?

4. Why are newspapers an important source for the study
of the national movenient”

5 Why was the charkha chosen as a symbol of
nationalism?
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6.
?r

R,

9.

10.

How was non-cooperation a form of protest?

Why were the dialogues st the Round Table
Conferenee Inconciusive?

In what way did Mahatma Gandhil transform the
nture of the national movement?

What do private lettors and auioblographies tell
us about an individual? How are these sources
different from offictal aceounts?

Find oul about the route of the Dandl March, On
a map of Gujarat plot the line of the mareh and
mark the mujar towns and villages that it passed
along the roule,

=

I,

PROJECT (CH( o~

Head any two autobtographies of aationalist
leaders. Look gt the different, ways tn which the
authors represent Lheir own life and times, and
tmterpret. the national movement. See how their
views differ. Wrtte an account bassd on vour
stuilies.

. Chioose any event that took place during the

national movement. Try and read the letters and
speeches ol the leaders of the time. Some of these
areniow published. He could be a local leader trom
the regon where you live. Try and see how the
locil leaders viewed the aotivities of the nattonal
leadership at the top, Write aboat the movement
based on your reading.
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